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Abstract:

Soils on many of the outwash plains in

southwestern Michigan have loamy textures,
¢ despite being underlain by sand-textured outwash.
The origin(s) of this upper, loamy material has long
been unknown. We analyzed the spatio-textural
characteristics of these loamy-textured sediments,
in order to ascertain their origin(s). The textural

curves of this material are bimodal, with clear silt

9 and sand peaks. Because the sand peaks align with
those in the outwash below, we conclude that the
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valley (the Niles-Thornapple Spillway) that once
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mainly westerly winds. The Spillway was active
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sediment into the Spillway.



